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EDITORIAL...

ON PSEUDO-CLASSICAL HOMOEOPATHY

Dearcolleacues,

Recently we raised a question to gather
opinions of homoeopaths: What did
‘classical homoeopathy’ meantothem?
The answers, some of which were pub-
lished in the last issue of HT, and the
restmadeusscratchourheads, compel-
ling us to ask ourselves what it really
meant!

Some people, who also want 1o be
conscientious intheirhomoecpathicprac-
lice. havesomehowdevelopedthaecon-
cept that sticking religiously to one rem-
edy alone is classical homoeopathy.
With due respect to their sincerity, we
often see them sticking to the first rem-
edy (prescription) given so rigidly that
they do nothing except administering
placebo, when the patient under treat-
ment is down with an acute condition
calling for genuine, immediate attention
and medication. They do not mind their
patients resorting to allopathic medi-
cines for that condition instead of
homoeopathy, merely out of the fear
that they would deviate from being
called as ‘classical homoeopaths...'

...today's socalled
classicalhomoeopathy
is driftingaway from
the Hahnemannian

homoeopathy...
== s s ==t

Yet another group of classical
homoecopaths believes that using any
nosode or an intercurrent (so called)
remedy, dunngthe course of treatment,
may spoiltheir ‘classical' image hence
they keep away from such anti-
miasmatics, thoughapparently indicated.
They also feel that the nosodes should

only be used asconstitutionalremedies,
in classical homoeopathy. Yes, some
classical practitioners have a daring to
admit that they do see a need to use an
intercurrent remedy although they are
classicalpractitioners, fearing inthe back.
ofthe mindby deingso they might distort

thedefinilion of classical hemoeopathy.

The younger classical enthusiasiics
( the students) feel that the use of any
small remedy, irrespective of its name
andongin (e.g. Arundote Zingiber) can
be used as a constitutional remedy by
the classical prescriber, no matler
whetherit fallsinto 'so-called’ classifica-
tion of acute or chronic remedies, They
also enjoy saying that all the remedies
are equally deep acting if the (mentals
and) totality match. This understanding
isa part of their understanding of classi-
cal homoeopathy.

Someinnocenthomoecpathic neonates
are often more sincere than the senior
prescribers and more seriousinthe belief
that classicalhomoeopathy is a praclice
basedonselecting the remedy thatcov-
ersthecentreorthe corecf theindividual
and that which can best be ascertained
by careful study of the dreams and
delusions the patient has. Classical
homoeopathy is nothing more .

Another classic group of homoeopaths
firmly believesinthe realdynamic distur-
bance and they feel that classical
homoeopathy should essentially ignore
the pathology in the given case, as the
pathology is merely the outcome of the
dynamic disturbance, it deserves lo be
omiitted inthe case lotality. Such classi-
cal homoeopaths believing in dynamis,
the ‘pathological prescribers’ ( as they
like o call sarcastically) are tiny, igno-
rant, materialist creatures. Atrue classi-

cal prescriber to them is ong, whe com-
pletely ignores the pathoiogy in the
case.

Ancther seclion of theclassics know that

it is the infrequent repetition, one or two
doses in two lo six montbs, make the

homogopathclassical. Onewhorepeatsa
remedy moreoften (say, threetofourtimes
daily for days together) are criminals and
nol classical.

I have seen some classical teachers
strictly not allowing their patientsto take
allopathic medicines such as
paracetamoloranti-inflammatory drugs,
when their patients suffering from non-
responding pyrexia or pain, as il goes
against classical practice, accordinglo
them. But, they do lake antibioticsand
such stuff when they themselves suffer
from Enteric tever or Pneumonial One
such teacher |caughtlooking fora
chemist shop [ to buy pain-killers.) for
his acute abdominal colic. He was on
his way 1o a function to be the key-
speaker classical homoeopathy...One
can lhus see hypocrisy flounshing
under the shadow of classical
homosopathy

Thedefinition of a classical homoeopath
has some more qualifications as under

stood by some, such as :takingthe case
always in great detall, for 1-3 hours ( till
the patient runs away )/ always digging
deep into the mind of the patient (till it
bleeds)/lo givean exhausting question-
naire to the patient to be filled up and
submitted ( a good time-pass for the
neurotics)/ lo dissect the dreams of the
patientlosee howfantastically thestory
inthedreamcanbefittedintothe reallife.



( Editorial Cont.)

( Recently, at one late night party, my
hostess, who happenedtobe a patient
nf tha dream-tune hamoennath: told
me ~ YOU KNow, now a oays my
homoeopathinsists so muchontanoting
down the dreams that, although | never
usedtodreamearlier, now | dreamdaily
of my homoeopathaskingme inadream
to talk about my dreams... It wasnt a
joke. twasareal narration of apatient.)
One school of thought on classical ap-
proach isthal the constitutional remedy
ottheperson remainsthe samethrough-
out his life, no matter what problem he
has. Likewise manyteachers havecon-
veniently glorified their fantasies and
theories in the name of classical
homoeopathy. Unfortunately, we have
no universal homoeopathic body ( like
W.H.O.) to putforth some guidelines on
such basic issues,

Someworkers underthe banner of clas-
sical homoeopathy startedbelieving and
teachingthatthechildhood mental state
and the history isthe most important for
determining the remedy that the patient
needs at any given phase of his life.
Someadventuroushomoeopaths even
went asfar as loascertain the pre-birth
mentalstate of the patient. Homoepathy,
as ohe european colleague whispered
into my ears a little sarcastically, has
become maore spiritual than in the
times of Hahnemann.

Another ftrend strongly suggests to
choosing the remedy of the patient by
comparing her with the drug subslance.
Hahnemann, asyouknow, called it doc-
trineof signature, and as wisemana as
he was, condemned this concept him-
self, so that people in the future would

not liberally speculate on this basis. It,
of course, sounds quite interesting 1o

say, for instance, the Pulsatilla plant
moves easily with wind, so it Is
yielding...So many other plants, also
have the credit of bending with ease like
Pulsatillaplant, butthey are notyielding,
lamafraidto say. The symbolicanalogy
has its own place, but it is unfair to talk
about it to the students without warning
them about the involved risk of fixity. If
this concept is applicable enough to
consider it classical, then a medicine
preparad outofbananashouldbea great
aphrodisiac. ..
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The symbolic
analogy has its
own place, butitis
unfair to talk about
it to the students
without warning
them about the
involved risk of
fixity.
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Theideaotbody languageand gesiures
suggesting the remedy was brought in
which intrigued students making therm
fixed, For instance: a Natrum-mur indi-
vidual does not leanforward whiletalking
to the homoeopath, while the Phospho-
rus does. It is incorrect and misleading.
We have witnessed the reverse of it on
numerous occasions. Thisis just one of
the many examples, of course.

The concept of classical homoeopathy
is great, undoubtedly. The editor of this
news-letterisalso proud of being called
as a teacher in classical hornoeopathy.
University level education in
homoeopathy, in India, to the best of my
knowledge, does not use the term ‘clas-
sical' anywhere in the syllabus. This
unique phrase is coined and used by
various homoeopaths inthe later part of
the century, who practice, think and
understand its essential meaningdiffer-
ently, in accordance with their
knowledge depth background prejudice
and fixity.

It matters very little to all of us (i.e. the
classical practitioners), how we define
the terminology. tdoes matteralottoall
those who have yet to be (classical)
homoeopathicpractitioners. Mainly stu-
dents.

Many of our colleagues who practice
goodhomoeopathy, but may notbe prac-
ticing the way it is understood by other
classical homoeopaths: they feel oul-
cast, at times ! And their remarkable
cures and work are not being shared
with the world of our classical
homoeopaths. Aren't we at loss ?

While intreducing themselves, some
teachers have introduced their partially
fested ideas as par of classical
homoeopathy, This hasamply confused
the younger generation, Several newer
themes and ideasimposed in thename
of classical homoeopathy, such as the
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concepls related withimagesorthe core
of the remedies, central themes of the
remedies, misunderstood concepts of
essence, dream-proving, story-telling,
etc. have broughtin plenty of fixty anc
inhibitionsinthe widerapplication of aur
materia medica. Such a centre based
approach lowards the understanding of
the materia madica , as | have clearly
recognised, has taken away the flexibil-
ity in the application of the Similia prin-
ciple. | am confident that the time will
comeonceagain whenthe narrowing of
ourvisionwillbe broadened whenwe will
open our eyes and try to understand
homoeopalhy allafresh.

Little less than a decade and half ago,
when| started my homoeopathic school-
ing, |came across the term Classical
homoeopathy. | thought, it would be
synonymous with the Hahnemannian
homoeopathy which | was then study-
ing, But, now | realise that the today's
so called classical homoeopathy isdrift-
ing away from the Hahnemannian
homoeopathy...

Some readers may complain about
re-stating this message afterdiscussing
it in the previous issue. | feel that the
repetition of another dose atthe interval
of 4 months is allowed by all types of
classicalprescribers! The Kentian ruleis
that you repeat till it starts acting...

- Dr.Rajesh Shah




